Wor kcamp UKR- ALT-6, Rykhly-Cherni giv Region, 14.-28.
07. 2002

Camp-project: In the village Rykhly (Northern Ukraine 140 km
east of Chernigiv) there’s a nonastery from 17th century, which
was |eft in the 1920th and destroyed by the foll owi ng 80 years.
Upb from 1999 every summer volonteer-groups restore the
nonastery-area. In 2002 volonteers assisted in the building of
the church, uncovering an brick-plastered way, cleaning ruines
and the park.

1. Before the canp started:

| applied for this canp on 21th may. Very soon | got the
confirmation from the German SCl -Ofice and after sone days
nore informations including the invitation, which | needed to
apply for my visa to the Ukraine. The nmaterial was fine
containing a description about the canp and sone advices for
preparation of the trip.

The only problem was the information about application-tine.
Following the info-sheet of the Ukrainian enbassy, the the
appl yi ng-processs would take 20 days, therefore about three
weeks. In fact the enmbassy counts only the working-days, so in
fact one has to apply about four weeks in advance. In ny case
it fit tightly, 1 applied one nonth before departure and
received the visa two days before | was supposed to |eave
Germany. So please think about correcting the info-sheet in
this point!

| travelled by train and arrived on saturday evening, July
13th, in Kiew, where the volunteers from abroad net in the
office of Alternative-V (situated in a beautiful part of the
town). There we nmet our canp-|eader, Roman formKiew, 22 y. and
student of econony. After having sone dinner in a Restaurant we
went by night-train to Krolovec in the north of the country,
where we were expected at 2.30 h to take the last 50 km by an
chartered anbul ance-car. Wen we arrived at the acconodati on at
about 4 a.m, the local volunteers were still awake, so we got
sone bread and tea before going to sleep.

2. During the camp:

The group was consisting of 7 foreign and about 18 | ocal
vol onteers from 16 to 32 years (ny being the ol destone). On the
international side were volonteers from french speaking
Swi zzerl and, France (2), Austria, Czech Republik, Finland and
Germany, the Ukrainians were alnost all from Korop, the snal

town organi sing and founding the canp-project.. Due to the fact
that the canp in 2002 was taking place the 4th time, a couple



of them have already been in Rykhly once or even three tines
during the years ago.

The acconpdation in the primary-school was sinple, but o.k.. W
slept in three class-roons an matrazes, washing facilities and
sun- heated showers were open-air situated. A wife from Korop
stayed with us to prepare the neals (and to supervise the daily
cleanig of the building). The neals were consisting often from
groats, potatos, pasta in sweet mlk (for breakfast), few neet,
tasty bread, tomatos and every day the delicous Borsch, a soup
prepared of cabbage. Around the school -house there is a huge
area with apple-trees and sone cows, horses, turkeys bel ongi ng
to the village-inhabitants. For leisure-tinme there are grounds
for playing football and volleyball, for swimng we went about
1 kmto a small lake. So it was in general fine, except from
the big stereo | sonetinmes felt really disturbed by.

We worked from Monday to Friday in the norning, about 4 hours a
day. The work took place at different |ocations and was
organi sed by QO eg, an about 30 years old nman from Korop. He
pl aned the work splitting up the volonteers every norning. W
did sonme archeol ogi cal work uncovering an old brick-plastered
way, besides this we cleaned sone ruines of the nonastery from
trees and rubble and repairing entrances of caves belonging to
the nonastery. At the nost interesting object, the chapel
reerrected by professional workers, there was unfortunately not
much work to do for us. | assisted there a couple of tines with
sonme other male volonteers (with nore or less effects). Apart
from the nonastery we were asked to ,clean'* the |ake. They
wanted to inprove the possibilities to swmin and to lay on
the | ake-shore. Well, in western countries we wouldn’t do it in
that way sawing of trees, cutting of reed and burni ng down the
wood in the forest (ashes dropping down onto the |ake) and
sonetinmes | becane unpatient setting up to talk to Oeg (who
didn’t speak Englisch) about that. But apart fromthis (in ny
point of view) he did a good job, and he was respected by the
| ocal volonteers. So | accepted that people in countries of
nodest econonic situation and sparse population mght have a
diffent relationship to the nature.

Besides the work there weren’t much canp-activities. Local
people in our leisure-tinme didn't do anything special except
fromswinmng in the |ake. Mst of them didn't even know the
area around the village and weren't really interested in. In
the sanme way there was al nost no kontact to the village-people,
what | considered as a big pity. So leisure-tine was nainly
| azy time, in the evening we had sone partys or a canp-fire.

Al t hough sone of the international volonteers would have |iked
nore activities, we didn’t nanage to organize nmuch - apart of
sonme excursions around the village.




But the weekend-excursion in the mddle of the canp was great.
W (7 internationals and - with respect to the obligation to
pay for lift and acconodation - only 3 locals) went by a rented
car to Chernihiw, a historicaly interesting town of about
300000 inhabitants. Like in the canp the acconodation was
organi sed and fine, the rest one had to set up on his own. But
we have seen sone interesting places, churches, the Desna river
etc. and | enjoyed it.

3. After the canp:

The canp ended up on saturday with a ,Subotnik'*, getting up
early one part of the group was supposed to work at the |ake
(but the sand which was expected wasn’t delivered). The other
part of the group started cleaning the school and | oading
everthing on a big ,Ual‘“*-lorry: beds, matrazes, pots, food,
even the refrigerator. Only now I renmarked how nuch work it had
been to prepare the building before the beginning of the canp
for the vol onteers.

After the canp the whole group spent two great days in Korop,
sonehow a second excursion and in the sanme tinme the very kind
invitation of the |ocal people. W were split up to different
| ocal volonteers, who invited in their houses. There in Korop
we were nore individual, a fact sinplifiyng to get in closer
contact to the people. | was invited to the parents-house of
Marina, who is studying English. The famly was very hospitable
and prepared e.g. very tasty dishes. Twice we went with sone
other volonteers for a swmin the Desna-river, saturday night
the whole group nmet for a kind of fare-well party in a concert-
hal |, on sunday norning we enjoyed - again individually - the
inpressional fair (Jarmarok). So on nonday norning everybody
was sad about saying good-bye to each other. But it wasn't the
| ast station of the canp. Six international and three |oca
volonteers living in Kiew went together to the ukrainian
capital. There the canp-leader Roman and Sashka offered us sone
gui de-tours through Kiew. O course plans of the group-nenbers
were different, sone left in the same night or the next
norning, but for three of us Roman organized a cheap
acconodati on and we spent during the next two days nuch tine
together. So we finally said good-bye on Wdnesday after
wat ching a football-ganme (Dynanbo Kiew against Jerewan). | |eft
Kiew by nigth-train to Lviv.

Sonme final remarks:

It was the first time |'ve been in the forner Russian area.
There are renarkable mental differences to countries |ike
Poland (which | know quite well). Only after reading sone



mat eri al about cultural differences | started understanding the
strong role of group-leaders during the tine | spent with the
canp-group. Being with them | was sonetines asthoni shed about
t he passive behavi our of |ocal volonteers and annoyed about ny
smal|l possibilities to take any influence. It was really
difficult to find a way between being part of the group and
pursueing nmy own interesses. In Kiew | discussed this matter
with one of the french volonteers and he obviously had the sane
problens with |ocal wunderstanding of |eader-functions. The
roles at work, the way of ordering lunch in a restaurant in
Cherni hiv, the acconodation and sone sigthseeing in Kiew was
al | organi sed by sone | eading person. In sone situations people
woul d have liked to do sonme nore things on their own. It is
hard to explain, in Germany things would run in a different
way. But taking part at a canp in the Ukraine people from
abroad - we - have to acknow edge in sone extension the
regi onal rules.



