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1. Introduction 

How can we shape a fairer future and promote global justice in the 21st century? SCI 

believes that personal exchange promotes international solidarity and understanding 

between people of different backgrounds. In international voluntary projects, people from 

all over the world have the chance to get to know each other and break down prejudices.  

As in previous years, SCI Germany invited ten international volunteers from partner 

organisations in the Global South to live and learn together with ten volunteers from 

Germany. For four weeks, the young people from different countries, cultures and 

backgrounds stayed together, learned about the topic and prepared workshops that they 

performed with local pupils at schools in Cologne. More than 600 pupils from Cologne had 

the chance to meet the group of international volunteers.  

This year’s programme focused on the following questions:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In their workshops, the group of volunteers intended to create awareness about the 

connections between human consumption, land use and climate change. They had a look at 

How much earth 

does every person 

need to fulfil his/her 

basic needs? 

Who is the owner of 

land and resources and 

who decides about the 

access to it? 

What´s the size of my 

ecological footprint? 

And what does it tell 

me? 

Where is the connection 

between my 

consumption and land 

use in the Global South? 

Which impact do 

consumption and 

land use have on our 

climate?  What are 

alternatives? And 

how can I become 

active? 
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the social and environmental consequences of land use and how they affect people in the 

Global South. It was their aim to make young people understand the connections between 

the situations and lifestyles in countries of the Global South and countries like Germany. The 

pupils also had the chance to get a very individual and personal view on the topic as the 

international volunteers reported about their own settings and experiences in their home 

countries.  

This way, the global challenges of climate change, international production and shortage of 

natural resources became much more visible and concrete for the participants of the 

workshops. The international group especially encouraged the pupils to reflect about 

solutions, alternatives and attitude changes in their daily lives. 

By this, young people become more aware of alternatives for a fairer world.  

 

2. The international group 

The group of volunteers was composed of 20 participants coming from eleven different 

countries. They all came from different situations and backgrounds and had various 

interests. So there was a lot to talk about, exchange and discuss. At the same time, the 

volunteers found many interests they had in common. 
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Participants 

Nelson Alejandro Poveda Arteaga from Ecuador (Fundación Chiriboga) 

Amarjargal Zagarsuren from Mongolia (Mongolian Workcamps Exchange)  

Bhupender Yadav from India (Service Civil International India) 

Amelia Dita Tifani from Indonesia (Indonesia International Work Camp) 

Enock Pedze from South Africa (South Africa Voluntary Workcamps Association) 

Komla Mawufe Konu from Togo (Association Togolaise des Volontaires au Travail)  

Paulina Jaureguí González from Mexico (Nataté) 

Babatunde Philip Aderoju from Nigeria (Voluntary Workcamps Association of Nigeria) 

Namagembe Sarah Mabingo from Uganda (Uganda Pioneers’ Association)  

Thangdy Roun from Cambodia (Cambodian Youth Action) 

 

Ben Riedel, Catharina Requardt, Cornelius Lätzsch, Ewura Adwoa Oye Felde, Franziska 

Imlau, Jannik Bäumer,  Josefin Olsson and Thea Plagemann from SCI Germany 

 

Camp coordinators  

Anna Brugger, Elisabeth Nöfer, Laura Thiemann    

 

Trainers & instructors 

Jana Demuth, Isabel Sophie Andiel, Sofie Steinberger 

Theatre: Heike Hundeiker 

 

Housekeeper 

Antje Roth 

 

Project coordinator 

Astrid Böhmerl 
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3. The school project 2014 

The school project consisted of two different parts: the training and the school workshops. 

During the training, the group gathered and exchanged their knowledge on the topic, 

discussed alternatives and solutions. In the second phase of the programme the volunteers 

visited five schools in Cologne and ran their workshops with more than 600 pupils. Of 

course, the volunteers did not only work, cook, sleep and work again! During the four weeks, 

lots of free time activities were organised by different local volunteers and the group 

members themselves. 

3.1. The training 

As all pupils know, successful learning is more than just giving some theoretical input. So the 

programme started with different methods and games to create a pleasant and comfortable 

working and living atmosphere.  

The first day had only one topic: getting to know each other. The camp-coordinators Laura 

and Elli had prepared different games and exercises so that everyone learned more about 

each other’s background and what brought him or her to participate in this project. In a 

“Schnitzeljagd” (German expression for an orientation game) the participants also had the 

chance to get to know their new surroundings by solving various tasks in Mülheim, the 

district of Cologne that would, for one month, become their home.    

The first days of the training focused not only on the topic, but also on bringing the group 

closer together… 
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In a theatre workshop, participants gained self-confidence to stand and act in front of a 

group. They exchanged their views and ideas on various subjects in very creative ways.  

 

 
 

Other methods of non-formal learning helped the participants to gain a deeper 

understanding of the complex topic. This year’s leading questions “How much earth do 

humans need? How much human need can the earth take?” opened up a broad range of 

issues. It was quite challenging for the volunteers to get an overview in only 10 days. 

Supported by capable trainers, the group learned and discussed a lot. And they also 

participated in a lot of interesting exercises that they could use afterwards in the schools.  

 

Depending on their home country, the 

perspectives and experiences regarding the topic 

were very different so that an enriching 

exchange for everyone took place. 
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Studying and learning takes a lot of energy, so the participants also needed good food. 

Luckily, the group was supported by Antje, who cooked and 

coordinated the shopping and cleaning during the training 

time. The participants were so happy to have three great 

meals every day! And even more: when the training got too 

exhausting, a little nap or a coffee break helped to build up 

new energy. 

With enthusiasm, positive attitude and a great willingness to 

learn the volunteers participated actively in the 10 days 

training and almost never complained about the high work load ☺…  

 

3.2 Workshop preparation 

At the end of the first ten days, the volunteers had heard, discussed, exchanged and thought 

about a lot of different topics, so they felt well prepared to carry on their knowledge, 

experiences and ideas to a wider range of people. Before the small groups started to create 

their own workshops, they received more information about how to plan and run a 

workshop. The group had already developed a tool kit with different methods that people 

brought with them or had experienced before. So they had a good basis to create their 

workshops and to work with the pupils in a successful way. 

 

To understand how the school system works in Germany, a local teacher met the group and 

explained the system and the way pupils are taught in Germany. It was quite interesting for 

everyone to learn how the German school system differs to the ones in Nigeria, Indonesia or 

elsewhere, but it became also clear that there are similarities between teenagers all over the 

world. 
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3.3 School workshops 

During the second part of the project, the group started to run their workshops. This year 

they were invited to visit the following schools: 

 

• Berufskolleg Kartäuserwall, Köln (16.09.2014)  

• Lessing Gymnasium, Köln (18.09. + 19.09.2014) 

• Willy-Brandt-Gesamtschule, Köln (22.09. + 25.09. + 30.09.2014) 

• Lise-Meitner-Gesamtschule, Köln (23.09.14) 

• Deutzer Gymnasium Schaurtestraße, Köln (01.10.2014) 

In small groups of 4 people, the volunteers ran their workshops with 10 to 25 pupils, 

normally for half a day. Each group had developed their ‘own’ workshop with a certain focus, 

so that the international and national volunteers could bring in their knowledge and link the 

subject to their own country.  

The workshops were conducted in English, but when necessary, the participants from 

Germany helped with translation into German. 
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Participants’ opinions about the training and school workshops 

  “In general, this was such a good experience for me! The topic of this year was very 

interesting, but at the same time I consider that it was not that easy to discuss about 

certain issues that are wrong in our planet, and the things that we as humans are doing 

against the nature.  

Before coming to the seminar, I was not aware of a lot of things that are going on in the 

world. It helped me to be more conscious about my own consumption and the way I can 

change in order to live in a more sustainable way (as possible). In a personal level, it was 

absolutely great to talk and share ideas with people from all over. I can still not believe 

how well we adapted to each other and how nice it was to live in such an amazing 

atmosphere!” 

Alejandro from Ecuador (participant) 

 

The workshop was very interesting for me. We had already had some of the themes in 

school, but talking with the guys about their countries and the living there really 

impressed me. It is so different if you read something in a book, or if you meet a 

person who tells you about his life. 

I didn’t know that so many problems with the environment and climate change in the 

world have to do with our way of living in Germany and Europe.  

After the workshop, we had lunch together. Then we could talk a little bit about 

personal things, like music and movies. It is funny that all around the world, young 

people know the same songs and movies. 

Simone from Germany (pupil) 
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3.4 Other activities 

The school project was not only about learning in the training and then visiting schools. 

While the group was served three meals a day during the training, from the start the 

participants had to take care of all other daily tasks themselves. So it was important to talk 

about sharing responsibilities and duties, especially because the concept of ‘self-

organisation’ was new to some participants in the group.  

After the training had finished, the participants took care of all the meals themselves. So 

they could enjoy a delicious dish every day, either from one of the participant’s home 

countries or an innovative mixture, as the volunteers cooked in small teams for the whole 

group.  

    

After visiting schools in the morning, the group normally had free afternoons or took part in 

common free time activities. Among others, they visited museums in Cologne and Bonn, 

went on a boat trip and on a hiking trip. They were also invited to the homes of local 

volunteers and SCI staff members, participated in a city rallye in Cologne and a guided city 

tour in Bonn. During two visits to the SCI office in Bonn, the group met and discussed with 

the staff members. Here are some impressions:  

 

 

 Guided city tour & rallye through Cologne 
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 Excursion to Bonn and visit to “House of History” 

 

Sightseeing in Cologne 

 

        Visiting a German “Schrebergarten” 

 
Time for some physical exercise ☺ 

 

Bonfire at the river Rhine 
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The members of the SCI local group Cologne-Bonn planned several activities for the group or 

accompanied them to visits and events in Cologne and Bonn. 

One highlight was the Weekend Workcamp at a buddhistic hospice garden ‘Hortus Dialogus’ 

in Nideggen-Abenden. Together with local SCI volunteers the group supported the project 

for one weekend. They enjoyed working in the garden, helping with tree trimming and some 

renovation work.  

 

Another highlight was a boat trip from Bonn to Königswinter and the following hiking trip to 

the Drachenfels. Local SCI volunteers also joined this trip and the group spent a long, sunny 

and happy day together… 
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Boat trip & 

excursion to 

Drachenfels 
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The participants also learned a lot about things that are going on in Germany at the moment 

and got in touch with local people. In Köln-Mülheim they lived in a seminar house of SSM, a 

group of people promoting alternative lifestyles. It was interesting for the group of 

volunteers to learn how they administer their community project. 

 

 

3.5 Evaluation and Farewell   

At the very end of the School Project, it was time for a reflection of the time spent together: 

the training, the school workshops and the other activities. Each participant evaluated the 

programme individually in written form. Additionally, there was time for a group evaluation 

in the plenary. Afterwards, the participants came together for a follow-up workshop in small 

groups in which they developed project proposals to transfer their experiences and ideas 

into new projects.  

Then it was time to say goodbye. The group spent their last evening together looking at 

pictures they had taking during the last month and watching a very impressive video about 

their common time in Germany that one of the participants had made. 

 

After the end of the school project, some participants took part in an SCI-seminar to 

introduce the project to other volunteers. The international participants then travelled to 

the “North-South Platform Meeting” in Poland, an annual meeting of SCI branches and 

partners worldwide dealing with North-South-Exchange programs, where the participants 

presented their project and their sending organizations.   
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3.6 Impressions 

 
 

“This was the extraordinary workcamp for me. Since we had one full 

month of workcamp and our main tasks were giving workshops with 

Pupils in High school. I like the idea of the workshop because I also 

had a chance to discuss about environmental issues not only in my 

country but also in Germany. It really helped me to broaden my 

perspective about what is really going on on the earth now. As soon 

as I arrive in Indonesia, I really want to share things that I learnt 

from this workcamp with my Organization in Indonesia.” 

 Dita from Indonesia (participant) 

 

 

 

 

“SCI Incoming programme 2014 was a very special and unique 

opportunity for me. It was a fun adventure packed with 

educational enriching learning experiences. We had an 

opportunity to actually self-development when we had our school 

visits in Cologne and each visit was different and we learned a 

great deal from pupils and their way of life especially in German 

tuition.  

I had an opportunity to actually experience a totally new life in 

Europe away from normal routine life with family and friends and 

get know myself better after spending almost three months with other volunteers from 

across the world. With this opportunity I will be able to implement some possible 

programmes back home in South Africa.  

SCI Incoming programme is a definite programme that SCI must continue to unite volunteers 

to a common goal to bring members from all over the continent to work, live together in a 

totally united friendly atmosphere.” 

Enock from South Africa (participant)  
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4. About SCI  

Service Civil International (SCI) is one of the world's largest international volunteering 

movements with more than ninety years of experience in coordinating international 

voluntary projects. Through these projects SCI aims to break down barriers and prejudices 

between people of different social, cultural and national backgrounds and promotes 

a culture of peace.  The roots of Service Civil International lie in very practical peace projects. 

In 1920 a group of volunteers gathered to reconstruct a war-torn village near the French 

Verdun.  

 

This very same idea still lies at the heart of all activities of Service Civil International. 

International voluntary projects are used as a tool to create intercultural understanding and 

solidarity between people of different backgrounds. SCI volunteers are now active all over 

the world in projects of reconstruction, ecology, social inclusion, North-South solidarity and 

many others.  

 

When are you joining? 

 

 

 

 

For more information visit:  www.sci-d.de 
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5. Outlook for 2015 

 
In 2015, the SCI School Project will take place from 2nd of September till 1st of October. 

The topic will be “Is there life after waste?” and the programme will focus on garbage 

and waste reduction.   

As in previous years, 10 volunteers from all around the world will be invited together 

with up to 10 volunteers from Germany. SCI will offer workshops on this topic in 

different schools in Cologne and Bonn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to know more about the school project? 

Are you interested to participate as volunteer, camp coordinator or trainer? 

Or would you like to invite us to run a workshop in your class? 

 

 

Please contact Astrid Böhmerl: 

 

schulprojekt@sci-d.de or 0228-212086 

 

 

 

 


